CHAPTEE XXIV

As soon as the corps which had preceded us to Polotsk h.ad
gone on to join the Emperor at Witebsk, Oudinot massed all
his troops in one huge column on the St. Petersburg road,
and on July 29 marched against Wittgenstein, whom lie
knew to be in position ten leagues from us between two
towns named Sebesh and Newel. That night we slept on
the banks of the Drissa, an affluent of the Dwina. A-t
Sivoshina, where the high road to St. Jgetersburg crosses it;,
it is no more than a large brook. There was no bridge ; font
the Eussian Government had had the lofty banks sloped
away on both sides, and the bottom of the stream paved to a
width equal to the road. There was thus a practicable ford.,
but the bank was so steep on either hand that troops and
wagons could not cross to right or left of it. This detail Is
necessary, because a few days later an active engagement
took place there.

On the next day, my regiment being for duty, I took my
place at the head of the advanced guard, and, followed by the
whole army corps, crossed the ford of the Drissa. The heat
was most oppressive; in the dusty wheat on each side of tlxe
road could be seen two broad bands where the crushed and
flattened straw, looking as if a roller had gone over it),
marked the passage of large columns of infantry. Suddenly,
close to the post station of Kliastitsi, these tracks disappeared
from the edge of the high road, and appeared again to tire
left on a broad cross-road ending at Jakobowo. It was
evident that the enemy had at this point turned away from
the direction of Sebesh to throw himself on our left flank.
Matters seemed to me serious. I halted the troops and sent
a message to my brigadier. But the marshal, who usually
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